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Psalm 28:7 (KJV)
The LORD is my strength and my shield;
my heart trusted in him,
and I am helped: therefore my heart greatly rejoiceth;
and with my song will I praise him.
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Perfect (Mature): teleios <G5046>

When we hear the word perfect in modern English, we take it to mean without flaw, such as a perfect diamond,
for example. In old English, however, it meant "mature." The same idea is reflected in the Greek teleios
<G5046>, which is derived from telos <G5056>, which in turn "originally meant the turning point, hinge, the
culminating point at which one stage ends and another begins; later, the goal, the end." Several things were
looked upon as being an end, or a goal, such as marriage, physical and intellectual knowledge, and, of course,
death. So, anything that has reached its telos, its goal or end, is teleios, that is, "complete."

Teleios occurs several times in the NT. In Ephesians 4:13, for example, Paul's desire for God's people is that
"we all come in the unity of the faith, and of the knowledge of the Son of God, unto a perfect man, unto the
measure of the stature of the fulness of Christ." Within the context of the following verse, where there is a di-
rect contrast with being "children, tossed to and fro" by "every wind of doctrine," the clear idea of teleios is "a
complete, mature adult."

What, then, does the word mature mean? What is maturity? The English word mature comes from the Latin
matlras (ripe, mature, timely, and seasonable), so our word means "having completed natural growth and de-
velopment, full development."

So, what, then, is spiritual maturity? It is to be fully developed in Christ, that is, as our text puts it, "unto the
measure of the stature of the fullness of Christ." The Greek behind "stature" (hélikia, <G2244>) originally
S{)oke of age, lifespan, height, and even size of body. It's used, for example, to describe Zacchaeus, who was
"little of stature" (Luke 19:3). Used metaphorically, as it is here, and combined with the words "measure" and
"fulness," the idea is "the measure of maturity in ghrist, the measure of being dominated by Him and pos-
sessing Christlikeness of character."

So, we are to measure ourselves not by the yardstick of society, or by the ruler of some legalistic list of "do's
and don'ts." Rather, we are to measure ourselves according to the gauge of the stature of Christ. In short, spir-
itual maturity is Christlikeness of character (Gal. 5:22-23). God wants the church to be built in the image of
Christ, according to His stature.

Scriptures for Study: In Romans 12:1-2, what brings about Christian maturity? What ministry also promotes

maturity, according to Colossians 1:28?
A Wise Man

“A wise man will hear, and will increase learning;
and a man of understanding shall attain unto wise counsels.” (Prov. 1:5)

THIS verse tells us who is truly a wise man. The world calls a lot of things wise that are not wise from God’s
standpoint. This verse tells us what God says 1s wise. Three things are said in our verse today about a wise
man. They involve listening, learning, and leading.

Listening. “A wise man will hear.” Wisdom begins with a hearing ear. But most people use their mouth
more than their ears. Someone has said that we have two ears and only one mouth which tells us the ratio of
talk to listening. If we did listen twice as much as we talked, we would all be much wiser. Of course, it makes
a big difference regarding what you are listening to with your ears. Our verse implies that you are listening to
truth and righteousness, to godly counsel, to God’s Word. However, many men prefer to listen to the trash of
the world rather than to the truth of God.

Learning. “A wise man . . . will increase learning.” The message here focuses on the quest for learning. The
wise man ever seeks to learn more. He will pay attention in class; he will not skip school or quit school so he
does not have to study anymore. When a man listens, he will indeed increase learning. If you do not listen in
the classroom, you will not learn much. The wise man especially endeavors to grow in the knowledge of the
Lord. No learning is more important than spiritual learning. We never get to the place where we have learned it
all, and this is especially true spiritually. Therefore the wise man will always be a student of the Scriptures that
he might learn more and more about Divine truth.

Leading. “A man of understanding shall attain unto wise counsels.” Listening and learning men will gain
wisdom on how to guide their lives. The word translated “wise counsels” refers to directing and managing a
ship on the right course. Many are the shipwrecked lives of people today who have gone the wrong way in life.
But the man who listens and learns from God’s Word will not be a shipwreck, but he will have a successful
voyage through life.
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o Let us keep all those who have lost loved ones, and those hospitalized, in our thoughts and prayers.

e We would like to wish a happy birthday and/or anniversary to everyone who is celebrating this week.

e Attention, church family! To ensure that all announcements and print requests are processed in a timely manner,
please submit them by **Wednesday at 7:00 PM** of the preceding week to church@landmcoc.org. We under-
stand that emergencies may arise, and we will do our best to accommodate urgent requests. However, **verbal,
written, or texted announcements during the Sunday worship experience are strongly discouraged** to maintain
the flow and reverence of our service. Thank you for your cooperation and support in keeping our worship expe-
rience focused and organized!

o Ifanyone would like to assist with transportation for Crossroads/LMCC Food Distribution please see brother
Mac Fulbright.

e Lawrence and Marder 5-Year Luncheon will be at Pappadeaux Seafood Kitchen (3520 Oak Lawn Avenue, Dallas,
TX) on August 16, 2025 from 3PM-6PM. Cost is $60 per person ($12 for 12 and younger) and must be made no
later than August 3, 2025.

o If you would like to volunteer to help with the 5-Year Congregational Dinner or the 100 Year Anniversary please
see Felton Davenport, Mac Fulbright, Reginald Osborne, George Robinson, Gary Walker.

e Sunday Morning Worship experience can be watched on the church website: www.landmcoc.org/broadcast;
Church Facebook Page and YouTube Channel. Please “Like” and “Share”.

e Children’s Worship Hour is for children Pre-K through 4th grade.

e Church Zoom Information for Adults and Youth Wednesday Night Class: Meeting ID: 915 0578 2664
Password: 859242 Call In Number: 1-346-248-7799

Continuous Announcements

e Holistic Homeless Haven Support: Please donate gently worn clothing, which will be washed or dry-cleaned,
neatly folded, and packaged for the less fortunate. Men’s clothing is especially needed. - See Brother Wright for
more details.

e Every 2nd Sunday Marsalis Avenue host a Zoom Grief Support Meeting at 4PM (Meeting ID: 880 4065 3591,
Passcode: 411521)

o California Avenue Church of Christ in Bakersfield, CA host a Sunday Evening Spiritual Encouragement Hour
each week on Zoom at 7:30PM central time (Meeting ID: 875 1387 3553, Passcode: 1020cal#)

(Piat s e Llin g Oladire?”
I Peter 1:20 (NASB) says, “For He was foreknown before the foundation of the world, but has appeared in these last
times for the sake of you.” Before God said let there be light, the plan for mankind’s salvation had already been
created by the Father, the Son and the Holy Spirit. Before God formed man from the dust of the earth, the heavenly
trinity had already established a plan for the redemption of mankind. Before God beheld that all He created was “very
good” and decided to rest on the seventh day, the Godhead formulated a mystery that would be revealed to reunite
mankind with God. We must be thankful to God that His love for us reached back before there was an us. In knowing
this, we should follow after the WORD that was made flesh and dwelt amongst us without hesitation.  Jesus the
Christ is everything that we need (II Peter 1:2—4).

Hear the Gospel of Jesus the Christ (Romans 10:14). One must hear the glorious message that Jesus the Christ
sacrificially died for the penalty of our sin, and that he was raised from the dead by the power of God.

Believe in Jesus the Christ (Hebrews 11:6). One must believe that Jesus was more than just a man, but the
Christ.

Repent in the name of Jesus the Christ (Luke 24:46—47). Repentance is required; however, it is not said to take
away sin, but rather it produces in us a desire to be vindicated by Jesus the Christ.

Confess that Jesus the Christ is the Son of God (Acts 8:36-37). A person must be willing to make the greatest
proclamation ever known to mankind, and that is Jesus the Christ is the Son of God.

Be baptized for the remission of sins in the name of Jesus the Christ (Acts 2:38). Baptism is not a sign of
salvation, but rather a New Testament requirement for salvation. The action emulates our Lord and Savior’s
death, burial and resurrection.

Being faithful until death like Jesus the Christ (Philippians 2:4-8). If we stay faithful to God’s will, God’s word
and God’s way, we will have a home not made with hands awaiting us some day.

What is the Plan of Salvation? How do I become a Christian?
The Answer: JESUS the CHRIST
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