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Psalm 28:7 (KJV)  

The LORD is my strength and my shield; 

my heart trusted in him, 

and I am helped: therefore my heart greatly rejoiceth; 

and with my song will I praise him.  
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Lord: kurios <G2962> 
 

In early Classical Greek, while kurios <G2962> was applied to the gods, there was no general belief of a Crea-
tor God. The word, therefore, was used in a broad way of someone who had power or authority. It was differ-
ent in Eastern thought, however. To the Oriental mind, the gods were "the lords of reality." By Jesus' day, 
Eastern kings, such as Herod the Great (c. 73-74 BC), Agrippa I (10 BC-44 AD), and Agrippa II (27-c. 100 
AD) came to be called lord. Most Roman emperors resisted such temptation, but others, such as Caligula (37-
41 AD) and Nero (54-68) found it appealing. It was this very attitude of implied divinity that caused both Jews 
and Christians to refuse to use the term lord of the emperor. 
 
Turning to the Septuagint, kurios appears over 9,000 times, some 6,156 of which translate the Hebrew YHWH 
(Yahweh, Jehovah), thus reemphasizing the meaning of divinity. 
 
In the NT, then, kurios appears 717 times, the majority of which occur in Luke's gospel and Acts (210) and 
Paul's epistles (275). The reason for this, of course, was that they both wrote for readers who were dominated 
by Greek culture and language and who, therefore, understood the deep significance of this word in implying 
deity. 
 
Finally, while lord is sometimes used as simply a title of honor, such as Rabbi, Teacher, Master (Matt. 10:24; 
cf. Luke 16:3), or even a husband (1 Pet. 3:6), when used of Jesus in a confessional way, it without question 
refers to His divinity. The confession Kurios Iēsous (Lord Jesus) is rooted in the pre-Pauline Greek Christian 
community and is probably the oldest of all Christian creeds. 
 
Early Christians unarguably recognized Jesus as God, as Paul wrote to the Philippians: "And that every tongue 
should confess that Jesus Christ is Lord, to the glory of God the Father" (2:11). Even more significant, when 
Thomas saw the risen Jesus, he called Him, "My Lord and my God" (John 20:28). As we'll see tomorrow, even 
salvation is based on a confession of Jesus as Lord, as Divine Authority (Rom. 10:9-10). 
 
Let us give our Lord glory as Lord! We'll continue our meditation on this truth tomorrow. 
 
Scriptures for Study: In the following verses, note our attitudes toward God (and Jesus) as Lord: Matthew 
4:10; Romans 15:11; Jeremiah 26:13; Romans 14:11; 2 Peter 3:18. 

 

Choices 
When the young man heard that command, he went away grieving, because he had many possessions.—

Matthew 19:22 
 
Your life is the sum of the responses you have made toward God. Once God makes Himself known to you, 
what you do next is your decision. Your reaction reflects what you believe about Him. The rich, young ruler 
lived a moral life. He was well versed in Scripture and the laws of God. But his response to Jesus' invitation 
clearly showed that, although he possessed a head knowledge of the teachings of God, he did not know God in 
an experiential way that could be demonstrated by a response of faith (Matt. 19:16–22). 
 
Whenever the Lord speaks to you, it will require an adjustment in your life. This truth can dramatically affect 
your prayer life. Every time you pray you must be aware that if God answers your prayer and reveals His will 
to you, it will immediately require you to reorient your life. Each time you read your Bible, you must to be 
prepared to obey what God tells you. 
 
Why did God use Peter and James and John so significantly to turn their world upside down? And why were 
others, like the rich, young ruler, never heard from again? Choices! The disciples chose to believe, and their 
belief was proven by their obedience. The rich, young ruler could not bring himself to obey, and Scripture tells 
us that he “went away sorrowful.” You are faced with the same question as the rich, young ruler. What adjust-
ments are you willing to make in order to respond positively to Christ? 
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Announcements 

• Let us keep all those who have lost loved ones, and those hospitalized, in our thoughts and prayers.  
• We would like to wish a happy birthday and/or anniversary to everyone who is celebrating this week. 
• Attention, church family! To ensure that all announcements and print requests are processed in a timely manner, 

please submit them by **Wednesday at 7:00 PM** of the preceding week to church@landmcoc.org. We under-
stand that emergencies may arise, and we will do our best to accommodate urgent requests.  However, **verbal, 
written, or texted announcements during the Sunday worship experience are strongly discouraged** to maintain 
the flow and reverence of our service.  Thank you for your cooperation and support in keeping our worship expe-
rience focused and organized!   

• If anyone would like to assist  with transportation for Crossroads/LMCC Food Distribution please see brother 
Mac Fulbright.  

• LMCC Ladies 1st Annual Spring Tea Party is scheduled for April 26, 2025 from 10:30AM - 2PM. 
• Lawrence and Marder 5-Year Luncheon will be at Pappadeaux Seafood Kitchen (3520 Oak Lawn Avenue, Dallas, 

TX) on August 16, 2025 from 3PM-6PM. Cost is $60 per person and must be made no later than August 3, 2025. 
• If you would like to volunteer to help with the 5-Year Congregational Dinner or the 100 Year Anniversary please 

see Felton Davenport, Mac Fulbright, Reginald Osborne, George Robinson, Gary Walker. 
• Sunday Morning Worship experience can be watched on the church website: www.landmcoc.org/broadcast; 

Church Facebook Page and YouTube Channel. Please “Like” and “Share”. 
• Children’s Worship Hour is for children Pre-K through 4th grade.  
• Church Zoom Information for Adults and Youth Wednesday Night Class: Meeting ID: 915 0578 2664 Pass-

word: 859242   Call In Number: 1-346-248-7799 
•  
 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
Continuous Announcements 

• Every 2nd Sunday Marsalis Avenue host a Zoom Grief Support Meeting at 4PM (Meeting ID: 880 4065 3591, 
Passcode: 411521) 

• California Avenue Church of Christ in Bakersfield, CA host a Sunday Evening Spiritual Encouragement Hour 
each week on Zoom at 7:30PM central time (Meeting ID: 875 1387 3553, Passcode: 1020cal#) 

 
 

What is the Plan of Salvation? 
I Peter 1:20 (NASB) says, “For He was foreknown before the foundation of the world, but has appeared in these last 
times for the sake of you.” Before God said let there be light, the plan for mankind’s salvation had already been                   
created by the Father, the Son and the Holy Spirit. Before God formed man from the dust of the earth, the heavenly 
trinity had already established a plan for the redemption of mankind. Before God beheld that all He created was “very 
good” and decided to rest on the seventh day, the Godhead formulated a mystery that would be revealed to reunite 
mankind with God. We must be thankful to God that His love for us reached back before there was an us. In knowing 
this, we should follow after the WORD that was made flesh and dwelt amongst us without hesitation.     Jesus the 
Christ is everything that we need (II Peter 1:2–4). 
 

Hear the Gospel of Jesus the Christ (Romans 10:14). One must hear the glorious message that Jesus the Christ sac-
rificially died for the penalty of our sin, and that he was raised from the dead by the power of God. 

Believe in Jesus the Christ (Hebrews 11:6). One must believe that Jesus was more than just a man, but the Christ.  
Repent in the name of Jesus the Christ (Luke 24:46–47). Repentance is required; however, it is not said to take 

away sin, but rather it produces in us a desire to be vindicated by Jesus the Christ. 
Confess that Jesus the Christ is the Son of God (Acts 8:36–37). A person must be willing to make the  greatest 

proclamation ever known to mankind, and that is Jesus the Christ is the Son of God.  
Be baptized for the remission of sins in the name of Jesus the Christ (Acts 2:38). Baptism is not a sign of                

salvation, but rather a New Testament requirement for salvation. The action emulates our Lord and Savior’s 
death, burial and resurrection.  

Being faithful until death like Jesus the Christ (Philippians 2:4–8). If we stay faithful to God’s will, God’s word 
and God’s way, we will have a home not made with hands awaiting us some day. 

 

What is the Plan of Salvation? How do I become a Christian? 
The Answer: JESUS the CHRIST 



Sermon Notes for April 13, 2025 

Speaker:   Ramon Hodridge 

Text:  Many Members, One Body          

Title:    1 Corinthians 12:12-27           
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