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February 9, 2025

MCC

L AWRENCE & MARDER

CHURCH OF CHRIST

Psalm 28:7 (KJV)
The LORD is my strength and my shield;
my heart trusted in him,
and I am helped: therefore my heart greatly rejoiceth;
and with my song will I praise him.

Sunday Bible Class: 9:00 A.M.
Sunday Worship Experience: 10:00 A.M.
Wednesday Bible Study: 7:00 P.M.

2600 Lawrence St.
Dallas, TX 75215
church@landmcoc.org
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Faith (Believe): pisteud <G4100>

In a day when words such as faith and believe are used so loosely, it's vital that we examine them biblically.
The basic meaning of pisteud <G4100> is "to have faith in, trust; particularly, to be firmly persuaded as to
something." Many teachers today insist that it simply means "mental assent" and teach that all one must do to
be saved is mentally assent to a few facts about Jesus.

As one Greek authority points out, however, pisteud also very clearly carries the idea "to obey": "Heb. 11
stresses that to believe is to obey, as in the OT. Paul in Rom. 1:8 [and] 1 Thess. 1:8 (cf. Rom. 15:18; 16:19 [2
Thess. 1:7-8]) shows, too, that believing means obeying. He speaks about the obedience of faith in Rom. 1:5
[6:17; 16:26], and cf. 10:3; 2 Cor. 9:13." Clearly, this word immediately and fundamentally demands lordship,
because it has the underlying foundation of obedience, commitment, and submission.

When someone believes something, regardless of what it is, that belief changes them and results in some ac-
tion or behavior that is characteristic of the belief. Every one of the characters in Hebrews 11 had faith, but
that faith always, without exception, resulted in an outward action. Noah did not say, "Well, if God said it's
going to rain, then I believe it's going to rain, but that doesn't really affect me or demand anything from me."
No, Noah built an ark as a result of believing what God said. Was Noah's action the cause of his salvation? No,
it was an evidence of his salvation. Faith is a verb. It's always an action, and it must have an object.

Practically speaking, do we believe in gravity? Yes, and we act upon that belief by not jumping off tall build-
ings. Truly believing something, being fully persuaded of it, and trusting in it automatically demands behavior
that conforms to the belief.

Applying this to salvation, to "believe in Jesus" means three things. First, it means to believe in Who He is,
that He is God incarnate, Savior, and sovereign Lord. Second, it means to believe in what He did, that He died
for your sins and rose again from the grave. Third, it means to believe in what He says, to trust Him and His
Word implicitly and desire to obey Him in all respects. To obey Him means we acknowledge His lordship and
submit to His authority. Any presentation of the Gospel that doesn't in some way present the essence of these
three elements is a false presentation of the Gospel.

Scriptures for Study: Read Hebrews 11, noting the action that went along with faith (noun, pistis) in each

instance.
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Joyful Security
"I will uphold thee with the right hand of my righteousness." Isa. 41:10

Fear of falling is wholesome. To be venturesome is no sign of wisdom. Times come to us when we feel that we
must go down unless we have a very special support. Here we have it. God's right hand is a grand thing to lean
upon. Mind, it is not only His hand, though it keepeth Heaven and earth in their places, but His right hand: His
power united with skill, His power where it is most dexterous. Nay, this is not all, it is written, "I will uphold
thee with the right hand of my righteousness." That hand which He uses to maintain His holiness, and to exe-
cute His royal sentences -- this shall be stretched out to hold up His trusting ones. Fearful is our danger, but
joyful is our security. The man whom God upholds, devils cannot throw down.

Weak may be our feet, but almighty is God's right hand. Rough may be the road, but Omnipotence is our up-
holding. We may boldly go forward. We shall not fall. Let us lean continually where all things lean. God will
not withdraw His strength, for His righteousness is there as well: He will be faithful to His promise, and faith-
ful to His Son, and therefore faithful to us. How happy we ought to be! Are we not so?
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o Let us keep all those who have lost loved ones in our thoughts and prayers.

e We would like to wish a happy birthday and/or anniversary to everyone who is celebrating this week.

o Ifanyone would like to assist with transportation for Crossroads/LMCC Food Distribution please see brother
Mac Fulbright.

e Today, February 9, 2025 we have starting a Sunday School class in the auditorium for those brothers, and their
wives, who aspire to Elders or Deacons. As well as our new teachers will be starting for our K-12 grad levels.

e Our Food Distribution will take place this Wednesday, February 12, 2025. If anyone would like to assist with
transportation for Crossroads/LMCC Food Distribution please see brother Mac Fulbright.

e On February 16, 2025 we will have a Black History Program and Soul Food Dinner after our worship experience.

e If you would like to volunteer to help with the 5-Year Congregational Dinner or the 100 Year Anniversary please
see Felton Davenport, Mac Fulbright, Reginald Osborne, George Robinson, Gary Walker.

e Sunday Morning Worship experience can be watched on the church website: www.landmcoc.org/broadcast;
Church Facebook Page and YouTube Channel. Please “Like” and “Share”.

e Children’s Worship Hour is for children Pre-K through 2nd grade.

e Church Zoom Information for Adults and Youth Wednesday Night Class: Meeting ID: 915 0578 2664 Password:
859242 Call In Number: 1-346-248-7799

Continuous Announcements
e Every 2nd Sunday Marsalis Avenue host a Zoom Grief Support Meeting at 4PM (Meeting ID: 880 4065 3591,
Passcode: 411521)
e California Avenue Church of Christ in Bakersfield, CA host a Sunday Evening Spiritual Encouragement Hour
each week on Zoom at 7:30PM central time (Meeting ID: 875 1387 3553, Passcode: 1020cal#)
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I Peter 1:20 (NASB) says, “For He was foreknown before the foundation of the world, but has appeared in these last
times for the sake of you.” Before God said let there be light, the plan for mankind’s salvation had already been
created by the Father, the Son and the Holy Spirit. Before God formed man from the dust of the earth, the heavenly
trinity had already established a plan for the redemption of mankind. Before God beheld that all He created was “very
good” and decided to rest on the seventh day, the Godhead formulated a mystery that would be revealed to reunite
mankind with God. We must be thankful to God that His love for us reached back before there was an us. In knowing

this, we should follow after the WORD that was made flesh and dwelt amongst us without hesitation.  Jesus the
Christ is everything that we need (II Peter 1:2—4).

Hear the Gospel of Jesus the Christ (Romans 10:14). One must hear the glorious message that Jesus the Christ
sacrificially died for the penalty of our sin, and that he was raised from the dead by the power of God.

Believe in Jesus the Christ (Hebrews 11:6). One must believe that Jesus was more than just a man, but the
Christ.

Repent in the name of Jesus the Christ (Luke 24:46-47). Repentance is required; however, it is not said to take
away sin, but rather it produces in us a desire to be vindicated by Jesus the Christ.

Confess that Jesus the Christ is the Son of God (Acts 8:36-37). A person must be willing to make the greatest
proclamation ever known to mankind, and that is Jesus the Christ is the Son of God.

Be baptized for the remission of sins in the name of Jesus the Christ (Acts 2:38). Baptism is not a sign of
salvation, but rather a New Testament requirement for salvation. The action emulates our Lord and Savior’s
death, burial and resurrection.

Being faithful until death like Jesus the Christ (Philippians 2:4-8). If we stay faithful to God’s will, God’s word
and God’s way, we will have a home not made with hands awaiting us some day.

What is the Plan of Salvation? How do I become a Christian?
The Answer: JESUS the CHRIST




Sermon Notes for February 9, 2025
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