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CHURCH OF CHRIST

Psalm 28:7 (KJV)
The LORD is my strength and my shield;
my heart trusted in him,
and I am helped: therefore my heart greatly rejoiceth;
and with my song will I praise him.

Sunday Bible Class: 9:00 A.M.
Sunday Worship Experience: 10:00 A.M.
Wednesday Bible Study: 7:00 P.M.

2600 Lawrence St.
Dallas, TX 75215
church@landmcoc.org
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Blood: haima <G129>

In keeping with our meditations on redemption, it is vital that we see what the price was for that redemption.
That price was the blood (haima, <G129>) of the Lord Jesus Christ. Many false teachers advocate Jesus as "a
good example to follow" or speak of Him as "a good moral compass." They tell us that Adam was the bad ex-
ample and Jesus was the good example and then conclude that by following Jesus' good example we can be
"rescued" from sin. "If we just follow Jesus' moral example and i,ive a good life," they insist, "we will be deliv-
ered from our shortcomings, frailties, and low self-esteem."

In contrast to this redefined Gospel, Scripture constantly speaks of the blood of Christ, that is, not His /ife but
Hlls death that redeems us. It was His blood that paid the purchase price. Here, indeed, is the epicenter of our
salvation.

Granted, no one likes to talk about blood. It truly is a sticky, messy, graphic thing; in today's language, it's re-
ally "gross." Most people abhor the picture of a bloody Savior. Occasionally they are willing to speak of His
death but never His blood. They do not want to think of a Savior hanging on a cross with blood pouring out of
His body and dripping into puddles on the ground.

Some hymnbooks even remove the hymns that speak of His blood. Some modern Bible translations do the
same. Good News for Modern Man (Today's English Version), for example, mistranslates haima (or haimatos)
as "death" when it clearly means "blood." This (%reek word, in fact, forms the basis for several English medical
terms, such as, hemoglobin, hemorrhage, hemostat, and others, all of which relate to blood. Today we want to
"soften the blow" by changing the meaning so as not to offend our sensitivities.

But just as life has always been identified with blood (Gen. 9:4; Lev. 17:11), our life is only in the blood of
Christ. As Paul wrote, "But now in Christ Jesus ye who sometimes were far off are made nigh by the blood of
Christ" (Eph. 2:13). We are not "made nigh" (i.e. "brought near") to God by Jesus' "moral teachings" or His
"ethical standards." We are made nigh only by His blood.

Scriptures for Study: Hebrews 9:22 declares that there cannot be what without "the shedding of blood"? What
did Christ's sacrifice fulfill and replace according to Hebrews 9:12-14?

An Everlasting Crown

Run in such a way as to get the prize... to get a crown that will last forever. 1 Corinthians 9:24-25, NIV
THERE IS a story told of a European princess who had everything she could ever want. Her husband was a
wealthy man who adorned her with jewelry at every occasion. But the princess was a fervent Christian, and
God put a burden on her heart to start an orphanage. Having no money of her own, she begged her husband to
let her sell her jewels so that she could help the children.

"Don't you appreciate the jewels I %ive you?" he would ask in frustration. "Of course," she would answer him.
"But there are so many homeless children we could help." Finally he relented, and she set out to sell her (i'ewel—
ry. With the money she gained, she was able to build a beautiful orphanage, and each day workers would bring
in orphan children from the streets to be fed and clothed. The more children who came, the greater joy she
found in showing them love and affection. One day the princess returned to her husband anc% said excitedly, "I
found my jewels today. I found them in the bright and happy eyes of the children who were rescued from the
streets. | found my jewels! "

In his Sermon on the Mount, Jesus implores us to "store your treasures in heaven, where they will never be-
come moth-eaten or rusty and where they will be safe from thieves" (Matthew 6:20). Peter explains why this is
so important. "The day of the Lord will come as unexpectedly as a thief. Then the heavens Wiﬁ pass away with
a terrible noise, and everything in them will disappear in fire, and the earth and everything on it will be ex-
posed to judgment" (2 Peter 3:10). The jewels of this world, precious as they may seem at the moment, are as
temporal as the days. They hold no value in the eyes of God.

I heard a minister once tell of a flood that ravaged his town and flooded his basement. As he stood on the stair-

way surveying the damage to his possessions, watching helplessly as the things he had accumulated through-

out the years were swallowed up 1n water, he struggled with feelings of anger and remorse. Suddenly he heard

the Lord speak to his spirit. "Don't worry about al% that stuff," the Lord saig. "I was planning to burn it all up

%nyway." il"here is a crown waiting for those who hold possessions loosely, and its value is not only priceless
ut eternal.

Reflection
What does it mean to "run with purpose"? What does Paul do to assure that he is not disqualified for the
prize? How can we emulate this practice?
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o Letus keep all those who have lost loved ones in our thoughts and prayers.

e We would like to wish a happy birthday and/or anniversary to everyone who is celebrating this week.

o Ifanyone would like to assist with transportation for Crossroads/LMCC Food Distribution please see brother
Mac Fulbright.

e Thank you to all those who attended the Youth for Christ event on yesterday at he Cedar Crest congregation, and
those who have joined the Dallas Citywide Youth Chorus..

e Minister Ramén Hodridge will be speaking Wednesday night, January 29, 2025 at 6:45PM, at the Singing Hill
Congregation for their Winning Wednesday night of praise.

o If you would like to volunteer to help with the 5-Year Congregational Dinner or the 100 Year Anniversary please
see Felton Davenport, Mac Fulbright, Reginald Osborne, George Robinson, Gary Walker.

e Sunday Morning Worship experience can be watched on the church website: www.landmcoc.org/broadcast;
Church Facebook Page and YouTube Channel. Please “Like” and “Share”.

e Children’s Worship Hour is for children Pre-K through 2nd grade.

e Church Zoom Information for Adults and Youth Wednesday Night Class: Meeting ID: 915 0578 2664 Pass-
word: 859242 Call In Number: 1-346-248-7799

Continuous Announcements
e Every 2nd Sunday Marsalis Avenue host a Zoom Grief Support Meeting at 4PM (Meeting ID: 880 4065 3591,
Passcode: 411521)
o California Avenue Church of Christ in Bakersfield, CA host a Sunday Evening Spiritual Encouragement Hour
each week on Zoom at 7:30PM central time (Meeting ID: 875 1387 3553, Passcode: 1020cal#)

Hhadis A by Oltadin

I Peter 1:20 (NASB) says, “For He was foreknown before the foundation of the world, but has appeared in these last
times for the sake of you.” Before God said let there be light, the plan for mankind’s salvation had already been
created by the Father, the Son and the Holy Spirit. Before God formed man from the dust of the earth, the heavenly
trinity had already established a plan for the redemption of mankind. Before God beheld that all He created was “very
good” and decided to rest on the seventh day, the Godhead formulated a mystery that would be revealed to reunite
mankind with God. We must be thankful to God that His love for us reached back before there was an us. In knowing
this, we should follow after the WORD that was made flesh and dwelt amongst us without hesitation.  Jesus the
Christ is everything that we need (II Peter 1:2—4).

Hear the Gospel of Jesus the Christ (Romans 10:14). One must hear the glorious message that Jesus the Christ sac-
rificially died for the penalty of our sin, and that he was raised from the dead by the power of God.

Believe in Jesus the Christ (Hebrews 11:6). One must believe that Jesus was more than just a man, but the Christ.

Repent in the name of Jesus the Christ (Luke 24:46-47). Repentance is required; however, it is not said to take
away sin, but rather it produces in us a desire to be vindicated by Jesus the Christ.

Confess that Jesus the Christ is the Son of God (Acts 8:36-37). A person must be willing to make the greatest
proclamation ever known to mankind, and that is Jesus the Christ is the Son of God.

Be baptized for the remission of sins in the name of Jesus the Christ (Acts 2:38). Baptism is not a sign of
salvation, but rather a New Testament requirement for salvation. The action emulates our Lord and Savior’s
death, burial and resurrection.

Being faithful until death like Jesus the Christ (Philippians 2:4-8). If we stay faithful to God’s will, God’s word
and God’s way, we will have a home not made with hands awaiting us some day.

What is the Plan of Salvation? How do I become a Christian?
The Answer: JESUS the CHRIST
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